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is the method used to open the bird for 

evisceration. 

(6) Standards to be met by the chilling 

system. For example, the chilling sys-

tem may be designed simply to achieve 

a reduction in temperature of ready-to- 

cook poultry to less than 40 °F within 

the time limit specified by the regula-

tions, or in less time. As to the stand-

ard for pathogen minimization, the Sal-

monella pathogen reduction standards, 

as set forth in the PR/HACCP final 

rule, have been suggested. Although 

there is not yet an applicable Sal-

monella standard for turkeys, establish-

ments are free to adopt practicable cri-

teria for use in gathering data on tur-

keys under the protocols here sug-

gested. Additional microbiological tar-

gets, such as E. coli or Campylobacter 

levels, or reductions in numbers of 

other microorganisms, may also be 

used. 

(7) Testing methods to be employed. The 

protocol should detail the testing 

methods to be used both for measuring 

water absorption and retention and for 

sampling and testing product for 

pathogen reductions. The protocol 

should call for water retention and 

pathogen reduction tests at various 

chilling equipment settings and 

chilling time-and-temperature com-

binations. The method to be used in 

calculating water absorption and re-

tention should be reproducible and sta-

tistically verifiable. With respect to 

the pathogen-reduction aspect of the 

testing, FSIS recommends the methods 

used for E. coli and Salmonella testing 

under the PR/HACCP regulations. The 

number of samples, the type of sam-

ples, the sampling time period, and the 

type of testing or measurement should 

be included in the protocol. 

(8) Reporting of data and evaluation of 

results. The protocol should explain 

how data obtained are to be reported 

and summarized. The criteria for eval-

uating the results and the basis for 

conclusions to be drawn should be ex-

plained. 

(9) Conclusions. The protocol should 

provide for a statement of what the 

data obtained demonstrate and what 

conclusions were reached. 
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§ 442.1 Quantity of contents labeling. 

This part prescribes the procedures 
to be followed for determining net 
weight compliance and prescribes the 
reasonable variations allowed from the 
declared net weight on the labels of im-
mediate containers of products in ac-
cordance with 9 CFR 317.2(c)(4), 
317.2(h), and 381.121. 

§ 442.2 Definitions and procedures for 
determining net weight compliance. 

(a) For the purpose of § 442.1 of this 
part, the reasonable variations al-
lowed, and the definitions and the pro-
cedures to be used, in determining net 
weight and net weight compliance are 
presented in the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) 
Handbook 133, ‘‘Checking the Net Con-
tents of Packaged Goods,’’ Fourth Edi-
tion, January 2005, which is incor-
porated by reference. The Director of 
the Federal Register approves this in-
corporation by reference in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 
Copies of NIST Handbook 133 may be 
purchased from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 732 N. Capitol Street, NW., 
Washington, DC, 20401. You may con-
tact the Government Printing Office 
Toll-Free at 1–866–512–1800 or go to: 
http://bookstore.gpo.gov. You may in-
spect a copy of NIST Handbook 133 at 
the FSIS Docket Room, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Room 2534, Washington, 
DC 20250. You can contact the FSIS 
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